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August 25, 1977 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE HEADS OF 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 

SUBJECT: Examination of the Federal Government's Legal 

Representation System 


I have directed my Reorganization Projoct Staff at the 
Office of Management and Budget to review the Federal 
Government's system for providing legal advice and 
representation to its departments, agencies, and regu- 
latory commissions. 

This study is designed to improve the way governmental 
units use the legal resources at their disposal, which 
include their own legal offices and the services of the 
Department of Justice, including United States Attorneys. 
Better use of these resources should help prevent unneces- 
sary litigation and administrative delay by enabling the 
Federal Government to do a better job of complying with 
its own rules and regulations. 

A second objective will be to improve the way litigation 
is conducted in order to ensure better and more uniform 
application of the law. 

This study will rely heavily on the advice and counsel 
of the Congress, Federal departments, agencies, and 
regulatory commissions. State and officials, 

private organizations and the public. 

I consider the effective use of legal resources to be a 
vital part cf my Administration's errort to improve the 
performance of the Federal government; accordingly, I 
ask for your cooperation in providing staff assistance 
and other resources to assure the success of this review. 
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